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Dona Vasey (left) and architect Charles M.
Schwab (right) relax on her home’s back patio

which features an accessible entry.

The Right Room

The door handle should be a lever
so those with limited or no hand
strength can push the lever down
with an elbow.

All passageway doors need to have
aminimum 32 inches of clear space
between the doorjambs so a wheelchair
user can pass through without scratch-
ing ones knuckles. Even better, a 3-foot
wide door will provide the preferred 34
inches of clearance.

A brightly-lit, well-identified
entry area encourages safety and

can be an affirmation of sanctuary
and welcoming. A light fixture can be
located at the lever side of the door.

If awindow is to be used in this
area consider using impact proof glass
so an intruder can’t break it, reach
around and open the door from the
inside. An emergency switch can be
connected to make the front porch
light flash on and off in case of dis-
tress from the inside.



Consider door peepholes or an

Less Frustration

A brightly-lit, well-identified entry
area encourages safety and can be an
affirmation of sanctuary and welcoming.

toward the door on and off. A lighted
doorbell or intercom at 42 inches
above the finished floor is helpful.

There are several options for
automatic door openers and I like
to include electrical outlets above
selected doors or with a cover plate
for future installation.

When complete access at
doorways is achieved, there is less
frustration and it provides more

intercom for communication in lieu
of a sidelight. There are some on the
market that provide a wide angle of
view. Two peepholes can be installed,
one at ambulatory height and one

at wheelchair height of about 42-48
inches above the floor, or whatever
works for you.

The bottom of the door threshold should
beno higher than a %2 inch to provide
smooth movement and no tripping
hazard. If snowand ice are a bigissue,
in-slab electrical snow-melt wiring is not
as expensive as you might think.
Consider a motion sensor that
turns overhead lighting directed

opportunities for fresh air, outdoor
activity and sunshine.

For more information, visit
universaldesignonline.com. m

The
ouccesstul Wheeler

| Now here’s a poster that says
| more than a thousand words
about the success of mobility-
| impaired individuals in the
world today. What you can do
IS more important than what
you can’t do!

High quality, full-color posters
\ printed on heavy paper—I18"x24"

s \ $S .00 per poster
: (while supplies last)
Foreign orders add 515.00 shipping

Shipped in a mailing tube so it will arrive with no creases, this poster is

great for home or office. Or use them when you hold a special event such
as an exhibition, seminar or sports competition. It makes a great gift too!

Order online at

WWW.pvamag.com
or call 1-888-888-2201, ext. 109

Ford Econoline production
ends June 2014-

Get them before they’re gone!

- -

Nor-Calvans

Nor-Cal Vans offers the Nor-Cal

6" and exclusive 9” lowered

floor conversions on the Ford

Econoline

* New and Used Inventory

* The new 2015 Ford Transit is
not feasible for a lowered
floor conversion

Nor-Cal Vans vehicles are distributed
by NMEDA dealers nationwide.

www.NorCalVans.com 866-892-0150
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